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Kia ora,   

Kāinga Ora finalising purchase of 56 Wood St for permanent public housing  

We’re getting in touch as we are pleased to confirm Kāinga Ora – Homes and Communities 

is going through the final stages of purchasing the land at 56 Wood St so we can deliver 

much needed permanent, public housing for families in need. We have an unconditional 

contract in place, and expect to take over ownership of the site at the end of September.  

We know it has been some time since we last updated the community, and we apologise for 

this. It has taken much longer to work through the purchasing process than we expected or 

would have hoped. We acknowledge this may have been unsettling, and want to thank you 

for your patience.    

Plans for the site  

With changes from the original plans, as well as the current housing need context and taking 

into account community feedback, the homes will now all be used for public housing, and 

none for transitional housing.  

From November 2019 we undertook an initial, and widespread, round of community and 

stakeholder engagement on plans for Kāinga Ora to lease the vacant land at 56 Wood St and 

deliver homes for transitional housing which could be relocated later. This engagement 

included talking with a range of people and groups and holding two public information 

sessions. Following this, we committed to make a number of changes including decreasing 

the number of homes, adding more greenspace, and providing a mix of transitional and 

public housing.  

It is still our intention to deliver around 35 homes along with a shared community room and 

green space. We are reviewing the previous plans that took into account community 

feedback to make sure these are still fit-for-purpose. We are committed to keeping you 

updated and sharing the plans ahead of lodging Resource Consent. All going well we will 

look to lodge Resource Consent in early 2023, and we will keep the community updated on 

when work is likely to start.   

The process to purchase the site  

This change from the original proposal of leasing the land to deliver homes which could be 

relocated, to purchasing the land and constructing permanent homes has taken us time to 

work through.  We have engaged with iwi and a number of government agencies to work 



through all potential treaty settlement matters on the land, and worked closely with Port 

Nicholson Block Settlement Trust to investigate how we might work together. It has been 

important to take the time to go through this process thoroughly and carefully. Now we are 

able to purchase the site and, we have an agreement that Kāinga Ora will continue to work 

with mana whenua on the development.  

Our aim is for this development and the families who will live here to be a part of, and help 

enable, a thriving community. We want to again thank the community for their patience as 

we worked through the purchasing process. We now believe we have the foundations for a 

good housing solution that best meets the needs of the community, mana whenua and the 

people and families in urgent need of a place to call home.   

Please contact us with any questions, and we’re committed to keeping you updated as plans 

for the site progress.  

 

Ngā mihi 

  

 
Jo Burleigh  
 
Phone: 0800 801 601 and ask to be transferred  
Email: wellingtondevelopment@kaingaora.govt.nz  
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